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Arms trader claims
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‘ By Phillp Jordan
The. rencgadé D
*Frank Terpil, wanted in Amer-'’
ica on -gun-running charges,’
- clalmed on television last night i
that. a British . intelligence |
,oficer  had . helped ;o him: -to:
smuggle - explosives ~“"through.
.lieathrow airpert,, - T
i He said that  othcr Britlsh’

I‘Io'_ clate wgrklng but dhcflnl' which *
b . o i the end country was changed
i&’oﬂi sz;;-fqurgasﬁ,_t?;t $.>6.0?l(.3.,5'imp[¥iwou1d not work, - :. - . called. Harper .had. gone .un-
Yould eipf e . me I;}a?tued- -Mr"'Spence sald , the checked through Customs with
ot - n oad>.: i ni mechanism for Issuing export the matetial instead of fo.a
bou’\a’,,“?‘ .. ang. ¢ LWIUpPINGS:| yeences for arms was too com. . transit lounge. But, he said I’
e Thon{ k' PR s plex not {o-spot such a stmple did have associates within the.
‘people Would: have: & L patg Subtérfuge. Ilis company would :. British Government at, the ‘air.
gn etaVOlllJ “'3 fcx ‘?d € pa-d;_not be a-party to It,--:-- . ... port that helped Harper and
n the Unite nguom and i« y, e documentary Mr Ter- the ' Material back -on  the

‘e Terptl, admitting tha'story|
in the interview, sald a.courier

contacts receivéd some of: apf. the: Philippines 7" Mr Terpil il describes his colonel as * a - plane. .- .
56,000 bribe. to. allow him . to'| ‘ansiered “Some peaple, yes.”. P Slanal - : CiP R AR LN
gel hold of a false “end user's| The = documentary .-said -Mr+ Loured colonel. not an actlve N Asked “by M. “Thomas

~.duty colonel that had been in-. ° A A amantal ta
volved In several arms deals of  Whether he had“ special, 'cdn:
a fairly good: size” who was.:tacts In Londdn for this- kind
Wripltel " --well known {o arms dealers, - ‘of {ncident, Mr Terpil replied:
Shoney o would ohiain Ne' ar. Thomas's - rosearchers” o had cortalry farmtioe” sy
Prersyonc users certificate 4| racked down: the 'colonel wha - L e
e shipper, . wha': ig:. mev told them that his only contact ; available to me that the: aver-
wanted m.':‘_{‘ymetic‘a - for- dm@s'~‘wlth.-'»Mr»'r"1‘ci-pll~ had - becn. to.:. 88¢ bear would not hdve had.”
tram\ckl‘?g.. “a;d"; (another) ]='n\;ké«.;an'5'-lnltial,approach tosi’ Mr. Terpil had arranged. {o
man o hids e Mr Rod:/ riterArms - IR | give evidence to the US Gov-
riguez to, T an tcsht fire the i In: thd- Intelview Mr- Terpi ‘L ernment or some of his activl,
,r‘:’le‘“’.‘t’]‘?"t& N Eail'-‘"(;?,.";“,s,e,;',i",,,lo!d,l\ir‘l‘.'rhqma,s”_thut‘;he had “ivities in return for areduction
: : !'“I’Ac &5 er, Lngian flon' of £ 1o ‘contacts ‘in magy- organisations®-in sentence. . But, according to
against him.' -~ | : R e recanstructlon” of* his ‘goracs the: world, Including MI8;:.:Mr Thomas, last . November,
The Most Dangerous Man In| visit to. Britain, . Mr. Rodriguezss inicooe WPy an e ing. M1 while negotlations were - under:
the ;World, from commereialy recalled inceting -4 man: calléd s\t Given 75 list § of &' documonts / way, he was visited /by three
lelevision's  new - Centrali Hanillton and saying pointedly nd.* unliSted- i3t élep hone < members - of Syrian Intelli-
station, set out lo’showhow; in “front.of-him.jand.the . cos- numbers; the' TV fesm checked= gence. He. has since . dis.
- the deal was set up, .. Y 33 tact, that:thesisupposed:: arm ~on-Mr. Terpil's claim.  And, $Ald % appoared. . * . = 5% fsv.
“Last' night the ;Manchcsteri deal was not for the Philip- “Mr Thomias * wnenever w'e?'pr‘e'.‘('"""' o - W e D
arms c(;]mpar;)y Mr.ATgrpﬂ»W% P”{‘fs b;‘{ f°{ltlh° C;“bbcan- h !sented our evidence, mobody |
said to have been ready to usé!{ ~ ‘Mr- Hamilton - pence, . the ) it
Inter-Arms Ltd, ‘said it knew{ managing .dircclor of Tater. . ocnied, their -association . with
nothing about Mr Terpil’s opex|

.certificate” which could have
‘been  used  to  ship * 10,000
machine guns from Manchés-
ter. B RS
- The conlacts included a rb-
tired colonel who,. Mr Terpil
said, would |, “walk” the
phoney papers through the Bri-
tish authorities. .« . " .. ¥

In fact, " Mr Terpil’s
“buyers " ‘were US' detectives ;
in" disguise, preparing’ charges

nodriTgu'ez - was - introduced . to
Mr ““Tetrpil’'s . British.-.dontacts,
Théy included a retived. marine .

'y

I ) I'r v o .
Arms Ltd, said last night that - ‘xlal;ﬂ%};fecr’;))rilgmmmc a’ former

rations. The-¢ompany said the; although ;the .detectives had | il aseoci '
phoney certificate ‘would m\,e,f visited h(s'ﬂrm pretending to ;'x’n"f‘gj;{’,f_‘f?{ﬁ;,m‘;a‘;.ﬁ;} Chlﬁ
have worked.” And it denied, buy -arms he knew nothing'! now turned State’s witness on

about the US

staff knew the deal was illegat. | US police .operation™
at the tmel-. .~ v v T

the affair in the US, described:

~~supnly 10,000 machine guns. ~ ™

Two American.detectives, in:,

-vestigating : Mr i Terpil's. - ope-|

organisation to ‘Britain, accord-!
ing to IMr. Anthony- Thomas;!
director ‘of - last: night's: docu-i
mentary.... < - . ‘_ e
. . One, agent,” Jimmy Rodriguez,i -
posing - at a: terrorist  armsi
buyer, " asked “:Mr i Terpll .to| -

“"Mr Terpll told Mr Thomas if|

;the film-that the. phoney “end; .
_user’s certificate ". — .a ‘dacu-!

-ment _telling. the {
-and’ dealer the: destination “for!

government |

SR G

‘phoney . “end -user's

LN

. Neither had -he . seen .an.yq

rations, .said % to. ~ involve, falsc “end. user's cerlificate . {‘,f",f”-,-‘;.;“?‘°'-.‘“5 } #ot.to him
supplying rifles, ~liquid explo-| In the programme after the re-: M T
‘sives and poisons, followed the; marks by Mr Rodriguez about| - Mr Mulcahy -said. courlers

the Caribbean, Mr Spence was !
shown sayiig: *That is an’|

absolute lle and you-:may.-_bej'c"me“d8ﬂg°r0us.\Vhen» mixed)

very, very, -very sure of that,"
He - said : the ' “detective's '
memory had fatled him,: -\ ;'J’
' Mr .. Spence - sald : that- 3}
. certifics
cate ” would not have been suf-
ficient to secure the arms- for:
the deal. Such cerlificates were |-
thecked - not -only ‘ by .{hem.:

4

.4 ‘people he. woul

how. Mr Terpil arranged to

carrying binary liquid explo-.
sives' (two Hquids which be- ]

arrived drunk at Heathrow.

“ Frank- had'(Promlscd these
) uld meet them- at
the: airport’ when- their plane
Janded. They wonld never have
to- worry ébout going through |
Custams:-or anything else'so
they- could go direct to Libys.” f

- But. Terpil did not turn up!

selvesl but, by at’lcast thred ang Mr Mulcahy said he had to:
eparts:

‘tht . armg; -~ would be madei.official It government i i im o
-out” for,. the : Philippines. : He: ments,i. L £ &’L‘ia“‘,“affa’ﬁé‘e:;'éﬁtf e.t!'hblg}o!rgE
-sald’ he' had ' phid ;$56,000 So::ix 1 -could:not” rule’out}hs] London was blown off the face |
“that ;no :;quesj_u,og;gwould_.-bé:z.nossnbllityz.of-,a--fqtgcqgcg_r,_hﬁj e Sy "'Z'i'fj'

of the map,’
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